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In the spring of 1833, while caring for his
farm, and doing some literary work for the
Haverhill " Gazette " and other journals, he wrote
the pamphlet entitled " Justice and Expediency,"
and published it at his own expense. It must
have cost him a good part of his year's earnings,
beside the time spent in examining the many
authorities he cites. It is an argument to prove
the expediency of being just. The injustice of
slavery is shown with much warm rhetoric. The
entire literature of the subject had evidently been
carefully studied. Every statement is backed up
by quotations from unquestioned authority, and
by references in footnotes. Probably no single
anti-slavery paper ever published covered the
ground so completely as this. It is thorough in
statement, carefully reasoned, and enforced by di-
rect appeals to the conscience and the heart of the
nation. Many good men, both at the North and
at the South, had satisfied their consciences by
promoting the scheme of the African Colonization
Society. A few slaveholders had freed their
slaves, and many thousands of dollars had been
spent in colonizing them in Liberia. With these
freed slaves had been sent a large number of ne-
groes who had never been slaves. Henry Clay
was the President of the Colonization Society, a
position he had held for twenty years, and there~
after until his death. The political party with
which Whittier had acted numbered among its
leaders many active promoters of the colonization
scheme. Collections for it were taken up regu-
larly in the churches. To denounce this society,